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Notes from Nancy

Dear Chapter Presidents,

          By now you have had at least one chapter meeting and your biennium is well under way. Congratulations! You have already achieved goals as you are climbing up your mountain. Way to go! Keep climbing. I know from reading your chapter newsletters that you have wonderful things planned for your first year. I am excited for you and the members that you are leading.
         Being chapter president is a new office for many of you and may seem overwhelming at times. Please ALWAYS remember that there are many ladies eager and willing to help you on your journey. Your area directors are just waiting for you to ask questions!!!! No question is “too small” to be asked.
         As your state president, one of my many joys is to visit chapters during my biennium. I have already been to several chapters, however, there are still chapters that have not invited me and I would like to visit all Xi State chapters by the end of May 2009. Following are the chapters I have not visited or for whom I do not have a visit scheduled;

Psi                                                 Eta                                           Gamma Theta

Alpha Zeta                                    Alpha Chi                                 Omicron

Gamma Epsilon                            Alpha Pi                                    Beta Mu

Sigma                                            Kappa                                       Gamma Eta

Alpha Kappa                                 Tau                                            Chi

Xi                                                  Upsilon                                      Mu

Alpha Delta                                   Alpha Eta

Beta Theta                                    Beta Omega

Gamma Delta                               Gamma Alpha
       Several chapters may want to get together and have one meeting sometime during this year. Please let me know when I can come and visit. I look forward to hearing from you 941davis@embarqmail.com or 423-727-5972.
       I am looking forward to meeting many of your chapter members at the Xi State Leadership Seminar at Natchez Trace State Park in November.  If you have never attended a Leadership Seminar, I strongly encourage you to do so. The only cost to the Seminar is your gas to get to the location. The Seminar is well worth your time, energy, and effort and you leave feeling like you can climb the tallest peak!
Xi State Workshop Proposals and Chapter Yearbook
From Dee Dee Rives, Xi State First Vice-President:
Xi State workshop proposals are due to Dee Dee Rives by November 15, 2008.  These proposals may be e-mailed or sent by snail mail postmarked on or before November 15.                                                                                                       Please send two copies of the chapter yearbook to her postmarked on or before December 15th.  She needs paper copies of your yearbook. Do not send yearbooks electronically or on a disk. Yearbook guidelines and workshop proposal forms are on the Xi State website.  If you have questions please contact Dee Dee at rivesdd@bellsouth.net or 731-988-5638. Her mailing address is:  934 Bear Creek Road, Pinson, TN 38366.

Personal Growth and Services

From Vickie Allen, chair:

As we go into the second year of the biennium, we are asking each chapter to donate a second time to the Emergency Fund.  The amount will be the same as last year, $24.29 per chapter.  Thank you in advance for helping any sisters who may be in need.

The Creative Arts Retreat, held in Vonore on September 26 and 27 was a huge success with fifty ladies from all over the state in attendance.

It is not too early to start thinking about the Xi State Convention in Sewanee June 4-6, 2009 and the Southeast Regional in Little Rock, Arkansas, July 13-18, 2009.  Encourage your chapter to participate in both of these great conferences.
Legislative Symposium

The Legislative Symposium will be February 10th and 11th, 2009 at the Maxwell House Hotel in Nashville.

Please mark these dates on your calendar.  More information will be available very soon.

Nominations
Chapter Presidents: Remember that all nominations for 2009-2011 Xi State officers and/or nominations, finance, or personnel committee members are due by October 31 to Dr. Elaine Alexander, 2811 Pavilion Place, Murfreesboro, TN 37129. Please email the chairman at alexandere@rcs.k12.tn.us when you put the paperwork in the mail to nominate a member of your chapter. She will reply to your email to let you know that your chapter’s nomination form arrived safely.

High School Essay
The quote for this year’s high school essay contest is from John Kennedy, “The goal of education is the advancement of knowledge and the dissemination of truth”. Please check the Xi State webpage and the November Xi State News for further details about the High School Essay contest.

 Xi State Vision Foundation Presents:  A Day of Differentiated Instructional Strategies
Join Dr. Rita S. King, international speaker, educational consultant and trainer for a day packed with techniques, strategies and activities to differentiate instruction in K-12 classrooms.  You will take away easy, hassle-free strategies to intrigue your students as they learn standards and skills in all curriculum areas.
Rita will share activities from her books and materials on differentiated instruction for reading, writing, assessment and management.  You’ll learn helpful management tips, techniques and ideas to work smarter, not harder.  You will enjoy her easy-to-use ideas, sense of humor, enthusiasm and genuine desire to foster the love of teaching and learning.
Enclosed is a seminar application.  The seminar is offered on Thursday, June 4, 2009 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.at the University of the South in Sewanee prior to Xi State Convention.  The seminar itself is free but participants must provide their own transportation, lodging and meals with the exception of lunch on the day of the seminar.  Participants are welcome to stay on campus in the dorm room they will have for the convention for an additional charge.  They will need to contact Beverly Smith, convention chair, concerning this.  
Chapter presidents please make your chapter members aware of this seminar and urge them to apply.

       Have a fabulous fall! My very best to you as you continue to lead your chapter up the mountain. I know you are doing a great job and I appreciate ALL you are doing for the Society.      

Sincerely,
Nancy

Xi State President, 2007-2009

941 A Davis Lane

Mountain City, TN 37683-6108

941davis@embarqmail.com
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