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In Matthew 13:45-46 ,  Jesus spoke in a parable; “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant who was seeking goodly pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
According to the Museum of Natural History, the pearl is a symbol of purity, perfection, and elegance.  These are all attributes to which we can aspire.  The pearl can stand alone in elegance and purpose, or can join with others in a strand of varied length so that more distance can be covered.  Pearls can be all different sizes.  Many strands of pearls are graduated, with smaller pearls (those that have had shorter growth time) joining with the larger, more mature ones.  While many pearls are well-rounded, others (including Tennessee pearls) come in unique and different shapes.

In our state leadership seminar, our presenter, Dr. Hanna Fowler, asked each participant to choose a button from a basket that was passed around the room.  There were buttons of many colors, shapes, sizes and textures.  We were then asked to talk about why we chose the button and how it represented something about ourselves.  The button that I chose was made from the inside of an oyster, or perhaps a mussel shell.  I spent quite a bit of time discussing the appearance of my button.  It was oddly shaped, not perfect, and even had a wrinkle.  It was smooth and polished on one side, but rough and somewhat ugly on the other.  All of those things were true, and also could be used to describe me to a certain extent.

After participating in the leadership seminar and reflecting on values, vision, mission, and actions, I began to look at my button in a different light.  I came to the realization that the outward appearance of the button is not nearly as important as the purpose that it serves.  What it looks like does not really matter, but rather what it accomplishes.  The type of shell from which this button is made is commonly referred to as “mother of pearl”.  It develops and nurtures the pearl.  It aids in the creation of a valuable asset.  It builds a relationship with a rough, unformed substance and enables it to become something beautiful.  It encourages the development of the pearl by its actions.

I would like to become more like this “mother of pearl” and encourage new growth.  Just as that button is a small part of a large shell, I am a small part of Delta Kappa Gamma.  As other leaders in the organization have mentored and guided me, I hope through leadership training to be able to guide and sustain other Delta Kappa Gamma sisters as we grow together in the society, and as we grow as educators.

“The kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant who was seeking goodly pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”        Matthew 13:45-46
