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Donna Campbell

Beta Pi Chapter
Dear Annie Webb Blanton,

A great deal has happened in the past two decades, especially with regards to women and education.  Some of these events were wonderful and progressive, like the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920 and the founding of our Society in 1927, while others were harsh and difficult, like the crash of the stock market in 1929 that heralded the beginning of the Great Depression.  It is not easy to say what contributions women could have made to the world had such hardships not occurred.  In spite of this, women still made tremendous offerings to the world, from the election of the first woman governor in 1925 to the first female solo Atlantic flight by Amelia Earhart in 1932. The first Achievement Award was issued by the Society in 1933.  By 1938 nearly 800,000 working women belonged to unions and were as strong in their support of equality as they ever were in support of the right to vote.  Your vision of who women in education could become with solidarity and support was and is the benchmark by which we measure our successes at the end of these decades.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.







The women of the 1920’s and 1930’s

Dear Ruby Cole and Lalla McClatchy Odom,


This decade has seen many changes in the lives of women and in the face of education, as well as many bright new faces for the Society.  By the end of this decade, there were chapters in 49 states, up from 35 states and 80 chapters in 1941.  The involvement of this country in World War II brought women into the workplace in droves, increasing the percentage of women workers from 25 to 36 percent in a 5 year period.  Upon the end of the war, the United Nations was founded with Eleanor Roosevelt as a US delegate.  Women made other great strides in this decade, from the admission of the first women to Harvard Medical School in 1945 to the passage of several pieces of legislation that put an end to the marriage bars preventing married women from teaching, a topic very familiar to you.  Many things happened with the Society as well, from the initiation of the National Scholarship Program in 1940 to the presentation of the first Educator’s Award in 1946.  Sadly we saw the loss of three of our Founders in this decade.  Despite the challenges, the Society continues to grow and flourish, and we must honor your part in that.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.







The women of the 1940’s

Dear Anna Hiss,


Another decade of great change and improvement has taken place for both the world and the Society.  These ten years have seen the Society become truly international with expansion into Canada in 1952, the celebration of our Silver Anniversary in 1954, and groundbreaking for International Headquarters in 1955, which you were instrumental in achieving.   By 1959 the Society had almost 65,000 members here and abroad.  Other movements have also taken place in this decade, from the Korean War to the birth of rock and roll.  Segregation in schools was declared unconstitutional in 1954, adding fuel to a burgeoning Civil Rights Movement, and helping to spark other events like the Montgomery bus boycotts in 1955.  Alaska and Hawaii became states and soon welcomed chapters into the Society.  This decade has seen the Society grow and expand and your part is well noted.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.






The women of the 1950’s

Dear Cora Merriman Martin and Ruby Terrill Lomax,


The changes that have taken place in this decade are almost too numerous to mention.  More and more women are working outside of the home, up to 43 percent by the end of the decade.  Over 30 percent of married women work.  The Civil Rights Movement has gained momentum and has seen the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, but suffered a great loss with the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968.  The death of President Kennedy in 1963 struck another blow to the nation.  1963 also saw the passage of the Equal Pay Act, the first federal law prohibiting sexual discrimination.  The war in Vietnam rages while protests against the war continue here at home.  A small step for man and a giant leap for mankind took place in 1969 with the landing of the first man on the moon.  The Society saw many changes as well.  The World Fellowship Program was officially named and the Education Foundation was established.  Membership continues to rise, but the Society suffered the loss of four of the Founders.  In this decade of such extreme change, the Society continues to prove itself a viable, growing organization, due in part to your contributions.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.                     The women of the 1960’s

Dear Ray Holden King and Sue King,


This decade saw tremendous growth in the Society and many changes in the nation and world as well.  European expansion was achieved with the installation of Norway in 1970 as membership exceeds 100,000.  Nine more nations have followed and membership has approached 150,000 by the end of this decade.  The Society celebrated its Golden Anniversary, the Golden Gift Fund was established, but the Society suffered the loss of its remaining Founders.  In other events, the 26th Amendment was ratified in 1971, giving 18-year-olds the right to vote, but the Equal Rights Amendment requiring equal treatment between men and women fell three states short of ratification in 1972.  Also in 1972, congress passed Title IX of the Education Amendments Act, prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex by public schools.  US forces have been withdrawn from Vietnam and President Nixon resigned from office.  By 1979, women outnumber men as they enter colleges in the United States.  This decade has been a progressive one for the Society as we have grown and continue to shape women and their position in education and the world, due in great part to your efforts and contributions.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.                                                                    The women of the 1970’s

Dear Helen Lois Koch and Mabel Youree Grizzard,


This decade might well have been the decade of the woman as we proved to the world that women could indeed do anything.  These ten years saw the installation of the first woman Supreme Court Justice in Sandra Day O’Conner in 1981 and the first woman in space in Sally Ride in 1983.  By 1986, over half of the students on college campuses were women and women were earning more than half of all master’s degrees.  Women are expanding into politics more and more, with the first woman nominated to run for major political office in Geraldine Ferraro.  The Challenger disaster touched our hearts and minds with the loss of teacher, Christa McAuliffe.  IBM introduced the first personal computer and the fall of the Berlin Wall signaled the end of the Cold War.  In Society business, membership exceeded 150,000 and scholarship awards exceeded one million.  The first Golden Gift Seminar was held at Baylor University in 1980, providing additional leadership skills to key women educators.  These great gains would not have been possible without your contributions to the Society and your belief in its purposes.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.







The women of the 1980’s

Dear Lela Lee Williams and Mamie Sue Bastian,

This decade has also brought about many changes and seen many successes for women, for education, and for the world in general.  A fantastic new means of information gathering and communication called the World Wide Web was created in 1990.  Once again we are involved in war, this time in the Middle East, while the Cold War with Russia is officially over.  Women have taken on more prominent roles as we have our first female Secretary of State and another female Supreme Court Justice.  More women than ever now serve in Congress and by the end of this decade, 60 percent of women work outside the home.  The bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal Building in 1995 horrified, while it made us question our security.  In Society news, a renovation of International Headquarters was completed while expansion into other nations continued.  The European Regional was established in 1998.  The celebration of the Society and its purposes continues and Birthday Luncheons sing the praises of the Founders and the Society, none of which would have been possible without your efforts.  For all that you have done for us, we thank you most sincerely.






The women of the 1990’s

Dear Delta Kappa Gamma Founders,


The passage from one millennium to another has not exactly been the easiest of transitions.  We have experienced great triumph while at the same time enduring great heartbreak.  Our sense of national security was greatly damaged on September 11, 2001, and we are still working to recover.  Natural disasters abound but we find that in spite of the wreckage around us, as people we grow closer together.  Helping hands reach out from the most unlikely places in the wake of tragedy.  The Society celebrated its 75th Anniversary and continues to be a vital, growing organization.  The recent installations of new chapters at the local and international level support that.  Delta Kappa Gamma does indeed live up to its seven purposes and far more than women are its beneficiaries.  For all that you have done for us, and for all that will continue to be done in the name of the Society you founded, we thank you most sincerely.






The current women of Delta Kappa Gamma
